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On June 1st we had a second-hand Clothing & Shoe Sale. The money raised is 
used to buy basic groceries for families when a parent is temporarily out of work, 
or sick, and cannot work. 

On June 3rd, our new intern, Jimmy Thode, from Kansas City, MO, joined us for 5 
weeks. Jimmy is 20 yrs old and a chemistry major at Rockhurst University. Jimmy 
brought with him supplies for 5 chemistry experiments to introduce the kids to 
some basic science and the scientific method. He brought notebooks for them 
to record the procedures and their observations. He’s working with 3 to 5 
students at a time so they get his full attention.  

We worked this into a mini-camp program that ran during the school breaks of 
the three different schools. This year, unlike last year, the breaks were scheduled 
for different weeks of June and July. Divino Pastor and Loyola each had a week-
long break in June and Bautista de Managua’s break was in July.  

We ran two sessions of the mini-camp with Jimmy. Jimmy did chemistry, as 
mentioned above, Ed carpentry – making little stools with kids – and I was in the 
kitchen with the kids.  We made our snack for the day (one day we made ice-
cream in zip-lock bags… a little food science thrown in there :) - and I also 
taught about the food pyramid. The camp has been wonderful, with only 11 
and 12 kids in each session, divided into small groups of 3 or 4. They came for 
about 3 ½ hours every morning.  

Jimmy has also been helping with English tutoring. We’ve given him one class to 
teach himself and he also deals with children who aren’t in a regular class but 
show up from time to time for extra help. He’s also taking a group(s) of kids to 
the library every afternoon to read and often plays soccer in the street with 
them when they finish their homework.   

We’re organizing separate talks about violence and sexuality for the girls and 
boys aged 10 and up to take place in July. The talks will be given by one of the 
young psychologists at the clinic where some of the children go for counseling. 
She is very good and has a program she follows for giving these talks. 
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